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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
Four statutory objections have been received as a result of the public 
advertisement of this order.   These are presented as an appendix hereto. 
 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
The recommendation is that a prohibition of left turns is likely to be ineffectual, 
and that the Committee approve preliminary statutory consultation on a 
prohibition of driving instead and thereinafter report back (see Section 5 below).    
 
 
3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications here;   this is a relatively minor project and 
provision for it exists in current budgets. 
 
 
4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
None. 
 
 
5. BACKGROUND/MAIN ISSUES 
 
The objections in this case are from (1) Burnett and Reid, Solicitors, representing 
Dyce Caravans Limited, (2) Dyce and Stoneywood Community Council, (3) Mr. 
Douglas Cumming (a resident of the west section of Pitmedden Road), and (4) 
Ms. Carol Croll of Nether Kirkton Farmhouse, also on the west section.    A 
theme common to all four is that a prohibition of left turns will be ineffectual.   The 
first three suggest reverting to the original closure proposal suggested by the 
roads officials on 12 January this year (see Article 17 of the minute).   Mr. 
Cumming suggests a ban on left turns between 4.00pm and 6.00pm on 
weekdays, but that would seem to compound the point about unenforceability.    



 
The roads officials feel that it is difficult to defend the idea that a prohibition of left 
turns will work.   It would also inconvenience vehicles visiting the caravan park at 
the location, and the problem of dangerous overtaking on the blind bend by the 
railway bridge would not be resolved.   Also, a prohibition of left turns would be 
effective only to the extent of adequate enforcement, and it has to be 
acknowledged that Grampian Police clearly will not have the resources to sustain 
the necessary level of enforcement on a day-to-day basis.    
 
The roads view is also that the problems perceived are generally overstated, and 
may be a matter or perception.   However, that is not the tone struck by the 
objectors, all of whom would resist the situation being characterised in that way.   
Also, the Committee has already shown its willingness to promote a traffic order 
to try to cure these difficulties.    
 
All in all, I would be inclined to revert to the idea of a prohibition of driving.   This 
would cure the issue of overtaking near the bridge, and, being intended as a 
physical impediment, would not require police enforcement. 
 
Residents would be inconvenienced, but those at Nether Kirkton Farm would 
have close access to Dyce Drive while owners and tenants of caravans at the 
caravan park would have close access to Pitmedden Road. 
 
However, there is an unexpected problem here which did not come to light when 
the matter was first investigated at the end of last year.   Pitmedden Road is 
actually a bus route, used by a shuttle service to and from the industrial estate.   
The bus company (First) were approached about the left-turn ban almost a year 
ago, and did not raise any concerns.   However, they have only recently heard of 
the idea of a closure.   If the committee were now to be of a mind to revert to that 
idea, the preliminary statutory stage would afford a quick opportunity to consult 
properly with the bus company and get a better idea of the lie of the land.   
Thereinafter, a report back would allow members to guage the balance of the 
arguments. 
 
 
6. IMPACT  
 
The Vibrant, Dynamic and Forward Looking document has a range of aspirations 
under the heading “Transport” (paragraph 7), and a prohibition of left turns 
seems incompatible with those aspirations because of the likelihood that it will be 
unenforceable. 
 
There are objectives in the Community Plan to improve road safety and 
maximize accessibility for pedestrians and all modes of transport;  again, the 
present proposal may not sit well with the objective of improving road safety.    
 
Members should also consider whether the proposal is in keeping with the 
Council’s Transportation Strategy, which aims to improve road safety, and 
reduce accident levels and injuries/fatalities on the roads. 
 
 



 
7. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers were used as a point of departure for writing this report 
(other than the statutory objections themselves). 
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